
 

 

 

OIL LAMP OF ALMADÉN. 

Julio Zarraluqui Martinez, in volume I of his book on 

"Los Almadenes del Azogue" reminds us how the 

miners of Almadén used to light themselves in the 

mid 16th century: "The great darkness of the mine 

was overcome by lighting themselves with bundles 

of ropes and esparto grass dipped in oil. Until a few 

years ago - 1543 - when, due to a great fire that 

occurred because one of the lit bundles was left 

burning on a prop, the use of them was stopped and 

the lamps were eliminated". This text taken from a 

manuscript of the Miscelánea Histórica de la 

Biblioteca de la Academia de la Historia is a basic 

document to see the beginning of the use of the 

German lamps introduced by the Függer bankers in 

the Almadén mines. 

These first iron lamps were soon replaced by tin 

lamps, much lighter in weight and more 

manageable for the miner, which had a good seat 

and could be hung easily, as well as a good light 

with the possibility of directing it towards the work 

area. Thus, with these starting premises, the 

Almadén lamp appeared, being a fundamental tool 

for working in the mines from the 16th century 

onwards, which would end up spreading to other 

mining areas in Spain.  

 

 

In this lamp, the fuel tank is cylindrical with an 

elliptical cross-section, whose major axis is 9 cm 

and the minor axis, arranged in the direction of the 

burner, is no more than 8 cm; the height of the 

cylinder varies between 3 and 4 cm. From the back 

of the lamp rises, curving forward, a sort of handle 

from which the hook rises, the shape of which is 

designed to hook onto the thumb of the hand 

without hindering its movement. 

The material used for its manufacture in Almadén 

was very varied and so the one used by engineers 

is made of brass or copper, to avoid any magnetic 

action when working with the compass, the one 

used by officers or foremen is made of beaten iron 

and the one used by workers is made of tin, but all 

of them have the same shape 

 

 

The oil usually used in Almadén was olive oil, 

unlike in other places, where rapeseed or walnut 

oil was used. The oil was supplied by the 

company, which had an employee in charge of 

the lighting service to provide the necessary 

materials and who was called "Almijarero". The 

quantity supplied was eighty grams of oil for six 

hours of candle, with the exception of the shoring 

workers, who needed better light and to achieve 

this they used the thickest twisted oil; they used 

one hundred and twenty grams of oil. 

 

FURTHER READING: 

Revista “Azogue” del Grupo Mineralogista de 

Madrid. 1992. 
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